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National Average of Asthma Cases 

Within The Adult General Population 

Self-Reported OA Cases  

Among FPF  Production  

Workers (28-year 

 survey high) 

Medically-Confirmed 

OA Cases Among FPF 

Production Workers 

(28 –year survey high)  

0.95% 

The combined results from foam production worker surveys covering 1988 – 2015 indicate that the 

incidence of self-reported occupational asthma is very low, representing less than 2% of the surveyed 

worker population from plant production areas as a survey high mark. The incidence of medically 

confirmed cases of occupational asthma was even lower among the participating manufacturing sites 

representing more than 90% of U.S. FPF production volume. The very low number of self-reported or 

medically diagnosed cases of occupational asthma suggests that existing workplace technologies con-

tinue to provide effective ways to mitigate possible exposure to isocyanates in the workplace.  % 

8% 

1.65%

Self-Reported OA Cases  

Among FPF  Production  

Workers (2014-2015) 

0.35% 

Medically-Confirmed 

OA Cases Among FPF 

Production Workers 

(2014-2015)  

0% 

Source:  “A Survey of the Incidence of Occupational Asthma among Flexible Polyurethane Foam Slabstock Plants,”  McIntyre & Lemon, PLLC 
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